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Dear Friends,

“It’s the season of Peace and Goodwill to all”, they said.  
And then a General Election was called. For some, all  
this electioneering and debate is both tiresome and  
unwanted. As someone said to me recently, “I don’t  
watch the news anymore.” Yet, somehow or other,  
it brings home a bit of reality to the Christmas Story  
that perhaps we gloss over too much most years. After all, why was it that 
Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem? To register to pay taxes.
   Jesus was born into this world at a time of political unease. Jesus, who was 
called, a ‘Prince of Peace’ was born into a time of political unease. So our 
message, of “Joy to the World!” is still as important as ever, because, to quote 
another carol, “Love came down at Christmas”. You see, God’s people, God’s 
Church, can offer the world a different way of living, a different way of being, 
because we are called to live with God’s perspective rather than our own.  
   One can imagine that Bethlehem would have been somewhat chaotic, 
remember the nativity story where there was no room at the inn! Yet it was 
into this chaos that Jesus was born. There is something quite deep and equally 
profound about Jesus coming into the world not when all was well, but when 
all was a bit chaotic if not a little mad. So perhaps as we manage to prepare 
ourselves and families for Christmas, maybe leaving some present buying to 
the very last moment, we can take a little time to pause and reflect that in the 
midst of all of this, God is with us. 
   My prayer is that in all the business of Christmas, we might find those 
moments of calm to celebrate and be filled with a sense of amazement that 
the Christ child nestles in at the very centre of all that we are about. For I pray 
for a Christ-filled Christmas for us all.
   Then, for some, it will be back to normal all too soon. Except, for us, can 
the new year ever be back to normal after we have welcomed the Christ child 
among us? New parents (I am told) sometimes reflect on how much their lives 
changed when their children were born. Perhaps I hear the same sentiment 
more often from Grandparents! But with God among us, one thing surely has 
to be true, and that is that we live a life of faith that has many unexpected 
turns. Maybe this New Year will also be a time when the only certainty we 
have is that there will be that the unexpected is before us. And if that is the 
case, know deep within your hearts that you journey into this year not alone, 
but with others, and most importantly with Christ our Lord who will never 
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Many thanks to Rev Ian Griffiths for this Christmas and New Year message. Ian 
is taking some of the load from our Minister Rev Jocelyn to whom we send 
our love and hold in our prayers.

4 Rowland Close
Wallingford
OX10 8LA
01491 825943  
Mob 07807 280117

Happy Christmas and a healthy and peaceful 2015

O Holy Night , the stars are brightly shining

paulineainley@btinternet.com

In 1847 Placide Cappeau de Roquemaure, a wine seller, was asked by his parish priest to 
write a Christmas poem. ‘O Holy Night’  is that poem. Realising it should have music to 

accompany the words Cappeau approached his friend, Adolphe Charles Adams(1803-1856), 
to compose the music.  It was translated into English by John Sullivan Dwight (1812-1893)

Having thought long and hard about keeping up the tradition of 
creating a Christmas card this year, here’s the last. 

It was very much ‘Tony’s thing’  and I feel it time to let it rest with him. 
The Star is his, not mine, he loved having the last word!

2014 Card and change of address.indd   1 20/11/14   15:09:35
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leave us.
   So with confidence, with joy and with peace I wish you all a wonderful 
Christmas and a God-filled New Year. 

Every Blessing, Ian

Thank you to those who help us celebrate the coming of Christ here 
by giving their time to decorating our premises, leading our worship and 
preparing and serving Christmas lunch. We are very grateful and fortunate to 
have such thoughtful and willing people.
Our good wishes to everyone for a Happy Christmas and a peaceful 2020 
wherever you celebrate!

Who would think that what was needed
to tranform and save the earth
might not be a plan or army,

proud in purpose, proved in worth?
Who would think, despite derision,

that a child might lead the way?
God surprises earth with heaven,
coming here on Christmas Day

Shepherds watch and wise men wonder,
monarchs scorn and angels sing;

such a place as none would reckon
hosts a holy helpless thing.

Stable beasts and by-passed strangers
watch a baby laid in hay;

God surprises earth with heaven
coming here on Christmas Day.

Centuries of skill and science
span the past from which we move,
yet experience questions whether,
with such progress, we improve.
While the human lot we ponder,
lest our hopes and humour fray,
God surprises earth with heaven 
coming here on Christmas Day

Singing the Faith 222
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Minister Rev’d Jocelyn Bennett  
01235 813242   joss@jbennett.org

www.wallingfordmethodistchurch.org.uk    
Registered Charity X65308

Food  Bank Analysis For October 2019
With the Harvest donations just about over, we have once again been 
overwhelmed by the generosity of the people of Wallingford and surrounding 
district. Three areas of our house have been totally taken over by the amazing 
amount of food that has come in and we have also received some very  
generous monetary donations.  On behalf of all of us at the Food Bank I would 
like to express our very sincere thanks to you all.  As a result of the very varied 
amount of food received, our clients have been able to have some extra ‘treats’ 
- which have gone down very well.
   This is the last report written from the temporary accommodation in Lidl’s car 
park. As from the 25th November we shall be operating from our new ‘home’ 
at 22, St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford (next to the Fountain Bookshop). This has 
been a real answer to prayer as we had reached the stage of saying that it was 
more than likely that we would have to close altogether as nothing suitable 
was on the horizon. As it stands it looks as though we shall be able to operate  
and hopefully accommodate all or most of our excess stock at No 22. We plan 
to close the Food Bank for a week from 18th November, during which time 
everything will  be re-assembled at our new venue. This will be quite a big job 
as our food stocks are at their greatest just now and new cabinets will have to 
be bought and shelves fitted, where appropriate. If anyone would like to help 
with the move perhaps you could let us know, especially if you are able to carry 
a few heavy boxes!
   October has again been a very busy month with 177 people seeking help - 
104 adults and 73 children. We had an emergency food parcel  
to make up for someone living without any form of heating or  
cooking equipment (not even a kettle). Another client told us  
about an abusing partner who caused severe injury and yet another 
 told us they were likely to be evicted from their home as their partner  
had absconded with what money there was. It really is heart breaking to talk 
to some of these people but it’s so good that we are able to supply just a small 
amount of comfort by giving them a bag or two of food, thanks to all of you.
   I should like to thank Lidl for allowing us to take up a little of their car park.  
The Portakabin has worked very well, but I must admit it is now rather cold to 
work in and on rainy days it is also quite dark so we all look forward to our new 
‘home’, from which the next report will come!                                 Jean Burt
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Christmas Lunch

We will be serving lunch at church on 
Christmas Day. As usual it will be a three 
course meal for £10 at approximately 
12.30pm. Please sign the list on the notice 
board if you wish to come along. 

Dates for your diary

1st December   Advent Liturgy
15th December  10.30am  Nativity Service
22nd December  6pm   Carol service
24th December  11.30pm  At Didcot 1st Christmas Communion
25th December  10am  Christmas Day service
31st December  11.30pm  Watchnight service led by Iain with Graham  
    & Sarah assisting 
5th January 10.30am Covenant Service
18/26th January  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The evening service on  
  the 26th will be a CTWA united service at our church.

Reverse Advent Calendar?

It was agreed at the last Church Council that  
rather than having an Advent Calendar and
taking something from it we would have  
fabric bags into which, on each day of Advent,  
we could place items for the food bank.  
   Bags are available with a list of suggested  
items that would be appreciated  
so if you would like to participate please  
pick up a bag from either the atrium or the hall. 



7

    Wallingford Street Pastors  
                 Newsletter No 27 -  October 2019

                             
 At the beginning of the month a few of us went over to     
                             Wantage for their celebration of 10 years of having Street 
Pastors.  I guessed about 200 people attended the event and enjoyed hearing 
many stories both from Street Pastors and from some of the people who had 
been helped. Tributes were given by the Police, Ascension Trust, The Mayor and 
Jonathan Aitken who was the guest  
speaker. Actually, it was the Wantage group  
that first inspired us to start one in Wallingford  
and we were grateful for the help and advice  
at that time.
   Reading Street Pastors also had their 10 year  
celebration this month but we didn’t get to  
that one as well.
    28th October was also our own anniversary, when, 8 years ago, Ed Vaizey MP 
saw us off on our first patrol. We went out with some trepidation not knowing 
how we would be received. Actually it was fine.  
   We ran a training session on 16th for volunteers on the subject of Sociology 
and Mentoring. Prof Helen King led the session and challenged us to think 
about the many different reasons why people behave the way they do, whether 
it be genetic, lack of parenting, social deprivation, or bad company for example. 
It reminded us not to be quick to judge the people we meet out on patrol.
   Other Street Pastors training sessions run in the region included Roles and 
Responsibilities (Newbury group) and Mental Health (Oxford group).
   Indeed we did come across some very needy people this month. One in 
particular desperately wanted to talk to someone. We did what we could and 
suggested where to go (when sober). A lost phone and a lost purse can be very 
upsetting and again we did what we could. We did find the phone!  Another 
person was sleeping in the doorway of the shoe shop.
   Two of the Friday nights were very wet and very windy, which is both 
unpleasant and quite nice at the same time, because it means we can finish 
early; no one is around.
   At the special request of the police we put out an extra patrol in the early 
evening of Halloween. They were concerned to make sure that young children 
did not get into difficult situations with “trick and treating”.  
   Ascension Trust declared the last week of the month as a week of prayer 
for Street Pastors. Individuals, groups and churches found their own ways of 
responding to the call. One thing that always pleases me in Wallingford is that 
at this grass roots level we are able not only to work together but to enjoy it. I 
believe this is to the Glory of God.                                                        Neville
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Church Stewards
Dec 1st Graham Ifill 

Dec 8th Daphne Savage 

Dec 15th Debbie Adams 

Dec 22nd Carol Hill

Dec 29th Wendy Warrick/M Leeks

Jan 5th Belinda Kaur

Jan 12th Graham Ifill

Jan 19th Wendy Warrick/M Leeks

Jan 26th Debbie Adams

 

Door Stewards 10.30am 6.30pm

Dec 1st P Smail/G Hall Norman Atkinson 

Dec 8th M & J Chalkley Belinda Kaur 

Dec 15th A & A Lowe Sally Scrivener 

Dec 22nd Ian & Sally Scrivener Wendy Moorin

Dec 29th Esther Chamberlain/? John Chalkley

Jan 5th S & D Shepperson M Sadler

Jan 12th P Maskrey/H Brown Norman Atkinson

Jan 19th P Smail/G Hall Belinda Kaur

Jan 26th M & J Chalkley Sally Scrivener

February Issue
Any items for the next double issue of the Messenger  
should be sent to Pauline Ainley, please, no later than   

Thursday January 23rd 2020
paulineainley@btinternet.com 
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Sunday Worship 
 10.30am 6.30pm
Dec 1st Rev Alan Grist S Rev Keith Underhill 
Dec 8th Libby Bolton Rev Jocelyn Bennett S
Dec 15th Rev Jocelyn Bennett N Marlene Chalkley
Dec 22nd Daphne Savage 6pm Rev Jocelyn Bennett
Dec 25th 10am Rev Jocelyn Bennett
Dec 29th Barbara Kershaw Rev Jocelyn Bennett
Jan 5th Rev Jocelyn Bennett V Mem Andrew Dixon
Jan 12th Alan Smith Rev Jocelyn Bennett S 
Jan 19th Tabitha Griffiths Rev Jocelyn Bennett CTWA
Jan 26th  Rev Jocelyn Bennett Ian Sturt

A - All Age Worship         L - Local Arrangement P - Parade      
S - Communion Service C - Church Anniversary U - United Service  
V - Covenant Service X - Carols    

Lectionary Readings

Dec 1st Isaiah 2:1-5 Psalm 122
 Romans 13:11-14 Matthew 24:36-44 

Dec 8th Isaiah 11:1-10 Psalm 72:1-7, 18,19
 2 Thes 2:1-5, 13-17 Luke 20:37-38

Dec 15th Isaiah 35:1-10 Psalm 146:5-10
 James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11 

Dec 22nd Isaiah 7:10-16 Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
 Romans 1:1-7 Matthew 1:18-25

Dec 25th Isaiah 52:7-10 Psalm 96
 Hebrews 1:1-4 (5-12) John 1:1-14

Dec 29th Isaiah 63:7-9 Psalm 148
 Hebrews 2:10-18 Matthew 2:13-23

Jan 5th Jeremiah 31:7-14 Psalm 147:12-20
 Ephesians 1:3-14 John 1:(1-9) 10-18

Jan 12th Isaiah 42:1-9 Psalm 29
 Acts 10:34-43 Matthew 3:13-17

Jan 19th Isaiah 49:1-7 Psalm 40:1-11
 1 Cor 1:1-9 John 1:29-42

Jan 26th Isaiah 9:1-4 Psalm27:1, 4-9
 1 Cor 1:10-18 Matthew 4:12-23 
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PA Operatives 10.30am 6.30pm

Dec 1st Iain Revell Norman Atkinson 

Dec 8th Ian Scrivener  Iain Revell 

Dec 15th Graham Ifill Ian Scrivener 

Dec 22nd Wendy Warrick Graham Ifill

Dec 29th Norman Atkinson  Iain Revell

Jan 5th Iain Revell Sarah Ifill

Jan 12th Sarah Ifill Norman Atkinson

Jan 19th Ian Scrivener Iain Revell

Jan 26th Wendy Warrick Ian Scrivener

Coffee Rota  (Sunday Morning)
Dec 1st Sue/Gwyneth

Dec 8th Pauline A/Shirley  

Dec 15th Ruth/Norman 

Dec 22nd Sarah/Nicky 

Dec 29th Sally/Belinda 

Jan 5th Pauline M/Joan 

Jan 12th Sue/Gwyneth 

Jan 19th Pauline A/Shirley

Jan 26th Ruth/Norman

Organists 10.30am 6.30pm

Dec 1st Libby Bolton Libby Bolton

Dec 8th Gill Hall Gill Hall  

Dec 15th Libby Bolton Libby Bolton 

Dec 22nd Gill Hall Libby Bolton 

Dec 29th Libby Bolton Libby Bolton 

Jan 5th Gill Hall Gill Hall 

Jan 12th Gill Hall Gill Hall 

Jan 19th Libby Bolton Libby Bolton 

Jan 26th Libby Bolton Libby Bolton 
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