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From the Manse…..

Although a bit late to the party, we have in our house these past 
few weeks been binge-watching “The Crown”.
   Based on an award-winning play “The Audience” by Peter 
Morgan, this lavish, Netflix-original drama chronicles the life of 
Queen Elizabeth II from the 1940s to modern times. The series 
begins with an inside look at the early reign of the queen, who 
ascended the throne at age 25 after the death of her father, King 
George VI. As the decades pass, personal intrigues, romances, 
and political rivalries are revealed that played a big role in events 
that shaped the later years of the 20th century.
   It is brilliantly acted, well written and captivating to watch. 
Claire Foye and Matt Smith are outstanding in their respective 
roles as the Queen and Prince Phillip.
   It is fascinating to be reminded of so much of our nation’s 
political, economic and social history and of those key events, 
people and moments of our more recent past.
   Played out on a large canvas, with a national and indeed global 
perspective, ‘The Crown’ nonetheless, is quite simply as current 
events remind us, the story of a family, albeit a royal one.
   At the very heart and centre of this acclaimed drama is the 
importance of relationships.
   Families, in all their multifarious possibilities and make up, 
feature throughout the Bible and at the very heart and centre of 
our faith, we find the importance of relationships.
   When it boils down to it our faith is not about rules and 
regulations at all - but quite simply about our relationship 
with God and of being part of his amazing, all encompassing, 
accepting and diverse family.

With love and God Bless

Keith
Superintendent Minister
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‘Love Works’   
from the Love Feast service on the evening of  

Sunday 12th January,  
led by Daphne Savage

 
“Reading the powerful words of 1 Corinthians 13 I was reminded 

that far more is expected of us in response to God’s precious gift of 
Jesus and our Lord’s great sacrifice.  It’s all here - in what we call ‘the 

love chapter’ - what God wants from each of us as a way of life.
 

Instead of the word ‘love’ I have put in the words ‘I will’ - and this 
then becomes the promise and the reality that God requires of us as 

our ‘normal’ Christian way of life …
 

I will be patient, I will be kind.
I will not envy, I will not boast,  

I will not be proud.
I will not be rude, I will not be self-seeking,

I will not be easily angered.
I will keep no record of wrongs.

I will not delight in evil, I will rejoice with the truth.
I will always protect, always trust,  
always hope, always persevere.

 
So, read like that, we are saying -  

‘I will make LOVE WORK as my way of life.’

Every blessing
Daphne

PAT Testing
If anyone has any personal electronic equipment that is used on our premises 
a PAT test is mandatory. Please let Iain Revell have it before Monday 10th 
February for testing.
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Christmas and the New Year are always a time of great excitement in the BB. 
During November we played host to Round 1 of the National Masterteams 
and although we failed to progress to round 2 we did do enough to claim the 
Oxfordshire shield.
   At the end of November we faced 1st Tewkesbury in round one of the 
national badminton. This was our first foray into this event and we were 
unsure of what to expect. We lost to Tewkesbury 5-1 but did gain vital 
knowledge about how the competition works and will be better prepared for 
next year.
   The annual BB Christmas Craft and Gift fair raised £504.00 for BB funds and 
we would like to thank everyone who supported the event in any way.
   December saw the Nativity and Christmas party with many exciting games 
and challenges for the young people. There were twenty-five members 
involved in this years Nativity, telling the story of God’s love for the world.

... and into 2020 we go!

   
The young people have been busy gaining awards. In December Millie Carty 
was presented with her Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award by Jocelyn and 
Tabatha Griffiths presented Louis Bispham with his in church on 19th January. 
We now have a group of five young people undertaking their silver award. 
Millie has also gone onto to complete her Presidents badge and this will be 
presented in church shortly.
   January is also a time for training and two of our young people spent  



Book Sale and Pancakes  
22nd February  
10 am - 1 pm

If you have any books you would like to donate  
please do start to bring them to the church, no later  
than Friday 21st February please.  
If you require help getting them to church do let us know as a  
‘pick up’ can be arranged. 
 
Helpers will be needed, please, on the day and for  
sorting on Friday evening. 
 
There wll be a list on the atrium notice board for willing volunteers
to sign up. Please do!.
                                     We’ll have to see if we break the record           
                                     again for the number of pancakes served!

NB  There will also be a display of the art 
from our Monday Art Group. 
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the weekend of the 24th/26th January at the BB national training centre in 
Hemel Hempstead.
   In April Chris Tarling will be running in the Reading Half marathon to 
raise funds for the BB. If you would like to sponsor Chris sponsor forms are 
available in Church on the BB noticeboard.
   Starting from last September, the BB are running a new activities programme 
for the under 11s’. This is proving very popular and now that we have settled 
into the new programme we have spaces available. If you know of any young 
person under the age of 11 who would like to join in the challenge, please 
pass our details on.

   The BB remains without a treasurer and as a result we may be unable to 
offer the same level of activities going forward as this has resulted in some 
grant funding now no longer being available to us. If you feel that you can fill 
this important position or know anyone who would be interested please let 
any member of BB staff know.                           

Nev Keating, Company Captain



Wallingford Street Pastors
Newsletter No 28 -  November 2019 

Patrols
November was a fairly quiet month for our patrols but not without incident.  
We were asked to pray for someone’s sister who had been diagnosed with 
terminal cancer. On the same night a homeless man needed physical help 
having consumed too much alcohol but also he was very despondent and 
desperately needs somewhere to live. We can’t solve everybody’s problems 
but we can offer a listening ear, sympathy and information about where 
help might be available. In December we will be putting on extra patrols for 
Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.

Training
On 13th we ran a training course on “Youth Culture”. Trainee Street Pastors 
came from Newbury, Wantage, Oxford and Witney as well as from Wallingford 
itself. It was run by Karen Whiting, Wallingford’s Youth Worker, jointly 
employed by the Town Council and Ridgeway Community Church. Since most 
Street Pastors tend to be retired folk you might imagine that some aspects of 
what teenagers have to deal with these days are in stark contrast to our own 
experience. The main problems identified were identity and loneliness. They 
have many “friends” on Facebook etc., perhaps hundreds, but few real ones.  
People project the image they want people to have of them rather than the 
person that is revealed when you get to really know someone.

Regional Coordinators
We had our 6 monthly meeting, this time in Didcot’s Great Western estate in 
the ”Station Garden” pub. The main item for discussion was the coordination 
of training events in 2020. None of us, except Reading, are big enough to run 
courses just for our own people so we take turns to be hosts for the region.  It 
seems to work well.

Money
I don’t often mention this subject because it not what we exist for. With 
minimum administrative costs and few expenses such as flip flops and lollipops 
we can get along with very little income. However, that is changing.  Ascension 
Trust who are the parent charity of Street Pastors need to increase their income 
and have proposed a minimum annual licence fee that covers insurance and 
the other important services that they provide. For a small unit like ours they 
propose £450 for 2020 then £800 per year for 2021 and subsequent years. At 
our present income level that would take virtually all of it. Our volunteers do not 
want to give up so we are going to have to find the money from somewhere. 
Our volunteers give lots of time for training and patrols. The Management Team 
feel that we should not have to ask them to become fund raisers too.
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Recruitment
We keep being asked if we can do Saturday patrols as well as on Fridays, and 
can we think about earlier patrols when the various youth clubs discharge 
their clientele. We would love to do more but really need more volunteers.  Is 
it something you might like to do?

December 2019 Newsletter No 29
With the General Election behind us and almost forgotten already, I hope you 
had a good Christmas with family and friends. No doubt many of you went to 
special services at the church of your choice and gave thanks for the baby of 
whom Graham Kendrick wrote “hands that flung stars into space, to cruel nails 
surrendered”.  I love the old carols too but whoever wrote “How silently, how 
silently the wondrous gift is given” can’t ever have attended a real live birth. I 
have, and it wasn’t.
   Jesus said in his much-preached sermon on the mount “Blessed are the 
peacemakers” and that is what Street Pastors seek to be in this troubled world.

Patrols
The weather stayed fairly mild in December so people were out and about and we 
had opportunities to chat, to bring comfort to some and practical help to others. 
We had a lot of encouraging hugs too. It’s not a one-way giving service. One man 
spoke to us of an unfortunate relative who had had a stillborn baby and was glad 
to have the chance just to talk about it.
   On another night we did our best to help a man who had collapsed in the 
town centre, being seriously drunk. Although we got him to a taxi he could not 
remember where he lived. It took a long time investigating, including contacting 
the police and the ambulance services before we were able to escort him home. It 
was a long and wet walk that night.
   On the last Friday before Christmas there were lots of Christmas parties going on 
but all well behaved. We had several  conversations with young and older people.
  We didn’t have enough volunteers for a Christmas Eve patrol but did manage 
one on New Year’s Eve. Pub Landlords were being especially careful to avoid 
potential problems, one wearing a stab vest just in case. There was a bit of a fracas 
at one of the pubs but the staff managed to deal with it. We had one problem 
adult but otherwise a friendly if rather late night.

Finance
I mentioned last month that we are going to have to find £450 in 2020 to cover 
our licence and insurance with Ascension Trust. I want to take this opportunity to 
thank a couple of people who have responded with a donation. I don’t know who 
you are but we are very grateful for the money and the expression of support.
   May our God grant you peace, good health and happiness in 2020, whatever 
happens with Brexit!                                                                                    Neville
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Food Bank Analysis For November 2019
We started the beginning of our 9th year on the 1st December, and I am 
delighted that we are now operating from our new permanent home at 22, St 
Mary’s Street, Wallingford. The move took place during the week beginning 18th 
November, when we closed for both sessions that week. It was a big undertaking 
as it involved moving not only all the food from the Portakabin but all the 
overflow food which had been stored at our house. I am truly grateful for all the 
help that was given during the week and with all the volunteers beavering away 
on the Wednesday afternoon everything was sorted into cabinets, cupboards 
and boxes ready for us to open on the 25th.     
   Our last session at the Portakabin was marred by the fact that someone had 
broken in and taken various items of food and thrown a few bags around on the 
floor. They tried again during the week of the move but I think they had a bit of 
a shock when they prised open the window, to find that there was absolutely 
nothing there, not even a cabinet, as it had all been moved on the Monday!
 We had a busy time again this month with 80 adults and 80 children receiving 
food. I have had a quick count up and food has been given to 1,919 people 
this year. We are expecting a very busy time at Christmas and we are extremely 
grateful for all the Christmas goodies that have been coming in.  We have a very 
large stock of Christmas puddings and it really is good to be able to give our 

CTWA United Service for week of  
Prayer for Christian Unity

 
Our church hosted the 2020 CTWA United Service on Sunday evening, 19 
January. Having to work with an already written order of service caused a bit 
of thought for senior steward Graham Ifill and a few of us who were helping 
to prevent him getting a headache! First change for good Methodists was to 
add to the original two hymns, so we had five, including good representation 
from Charles Wesley - all with great words and tunes - so that many people 
told us how much they enjoyed the hymn singing.
    Then, of course, as expected from Wallingford Methodist Church, everyone 
was willing to help - our local preachers and worship leaders and others who 
offered to help lead, read, testify, play the organ, steward, make drinks, find a 
boat and oars (!) and, generally, just make sure everything ran smoothly.
    Huge thanks to all involved - all the appreciative words from the congregation, 
that were said to us afterwards, belong to all of you.

Every blessing
Daphne
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clients special treats at this time of year.

...and for  December  2019

Overwhelmingly generous. These two words sum up 
the people of Wallingford and surrounding villages completely,   
with regard to the Food Bank. It has been quite hard to keep up  
with the flow of goods and money that have been coming into us this month 
so in case we haven’t been able to thank you personally I should like to take the 
opportunity of doing so now. With all the resources that we have received we 
are now very well stocked until well into the new year.
   Operating from our new location has taken a bit of getting used to -  learning 
how not to trip over one another whilst packing bags, trying to remember where 
we have put things and making room on the table for incoming donations. 
However, I think we have just about cracked it and we were able to give out 
food to 183 people this month - 95 adults and 88 children.
   The thing that stands out most when looking at the figures for the month 
is the number of single people we have given food to (33 for those interested 
in numbers).  Of those 33 there was a high proportion of people who were 
homeless and, in their words, were ‘sofa surfing’.  It’s very hard when dealing 
with the homeless as we are blessed with a roof over our heads, heating, lighting 
and food, it would be so good if we were able to do more for them and this will 
be my prayer for 2020.
   My personal thanks go to all the volunteers and those who have helped us 
with the two moves this year. It hasn’t been an easy time but we are grateful 
that we now have a permanent (warm) home and look forward to what God has 
for us in the coming year.
     I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all so much for your 
support - in many different ways during 2019 and to wish you all a blessed 
Christmas and happy and peaceful New Year and indeed decade.

Jean Burt

March
Any items for the next issue of the Messenger  

should be sent to Pauline Ainley, please, no later than   
Friday February 21st

paulineainley@btinternet.com 
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Northampton District  
Leaders of Worship and Preachers 
(LWP) – Your help please 

 
To all brothers and sisters of the Northampton District LWP fellowship 
 
Your circuit LWP secretary has provided me with the numbers of WLs and LPs in your circuit and I 
wanted to share with you the numeric trend across the whole district over the last few years: 
 

 
 
As you can see, there has been a slight increase this last year in the number of accredited WLs 
which is great news. The story for LPs however is not so positive; less On Note and On Trial (so 
the overall number coming on is smaller), plus falling numbers of active accredited LPs.  
 
Methodist LPs have a tremendously positive contribution to make to God’s world, entrusted as we 
are with proclaiming Good News to everyone, everywhere. To supplement the encouragement you 
already give to those you share worship with, can you please encourage everyone you can to 
watch this video https://youtu.be/BlUd1F_XdbM - God will call if we can just ensure they hear. 
 
God’s great love, joy, peace and strength be with you now and always 
 
Love to you 
 
Andrew Maisey  
Northampton District LWP Secretary 
maiseyandrew@gmail.com  
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Weekday Activities

Monday
Art Group  2.15pm 

Tuesday
Lunches  12.30 - 1.30pm
Friendship Guild Group  2.30pm (Alternate Tuesdays)
Exploring Christianity Group (ECG)  (7.30pm (Alternate Tuesdays)

Wednesday
Tots Time  9.30 - 11am weekly (term time)

Unison Bible Group - Vestry 10.30am (Alternate weeks)

BLOC Brazilia Bible Group 10 - 12noon (Alternate weeks)

Loving Hands - Crafty knitters  2 - 4pm
BB&GA  6pm       Anchors  
 6.45pm  Juniors  
 7.30pm  Company & Seniors  

Shillingford & Crowmarsh House Group  8pm (Alternate weeks)

Thursday
Coffee Morning and chat  10.30 - 12noon

Borough House Group (at Millcroft) 2pm (Alternate weeks)
Choir Practice  8pm (Special occasions only)

Friday
Prayer Gathering @ Wendy Moorin’s home 7.30pm - 8pm

Minister Rev’d Jocelyn Bennett  
01235 813242   joss@jbennett.org

www.wallingfordmethodistchurch.org.uk    
Registered Charity X65308
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PA Operatives 10.30am 6.30pm

Feb 2nd Graham Ifill Graham Ifill

Feb 9th Norman Atkinson  Iain Revell  

Feb 16th Sarah Ifill Norman Atkinson

Feb 23rd Iain Revell Ian Scrivener 

Coffee Rota  (Sunday Morning)
Feb 2nd Sarah/Nicky 

Feb 9th Sally/Belinda  

Feb 16th Pauline /Joan 

Feb 23rd  Sue/Gwyneth 

Organists 10.30am 6.30p

Feb 2nd Libby Bolton Libby Bolton 

Feb 9th Libby Bolton Libby Bolton  

Feb 16th Gill Hall Gill Hall 

Feb 23rd Gill Hall Gill Hall 
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Sunday Worship 10.30am 6.30pm

Feb 2nd Helen Carter Stephen Atkinson 

Feb 9th Ian Sturt Rev Jocelyn Bennett S 

Feb 16th Rev Jocelyn Bennett S 4pm Cafe Songs of Praise

Feb 23rd Rev Ian Griffiths Rev Jocelyn Bennett

A - All Age Worship             L - Local Arrangement P - Parade      
S- Communion Service          C Church Anniversary U - United Service      

Lectionary Readings
Feb 2nd Micah 6:1-8  Psalm 15
 1 Cor 1:18-31 Matthew 5:1-12 

Feb 9th Isaiah 58:1-9a Psalm 112:1-9
 1 Cor 2:1-12 Matthew 5:13-20

Feb 16th Deut 30:15-20 Psalm 119:1-8
 1 Cor 3:1-9 Matthew 5:21-37 

Feb 23rd Exodus 24:12-18 Psalm 2 or 9
 2 Peter 1:16-21 Matthew 17:1-9

 
Church Stewards
Feb 2nd Daphne Savage  

Feb 9th Carol Hill   

Feb 16th Belinda Kaur  

Feb 23rd Graham Ifill  

Door Stewards 10.30am 6.30pm

Feb 2nd A & A Lowe W Moorin 

Feb 9th S & D Shepperson B Calcutt

Feb 16th E Chamberlain/??? J Chalkley

Feb 23rd I & S Scrivener M Sadler






